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1.  Opening 
 
Chair Barrett opened Meeting 831 of the Domestic Names Committee (DNC) at 9:35 a.m. and 
requested a roll call of the attendees.   
 
The meeting was held virtually, due to ongoing concerns regarding the COVID-19 pandemic.  The 
chair invited the members to review the reports that were distributed previously and to email any 
questions or comments to the staff.   
 
2.  Minutes of Meeting 830 
 
The minutes of Meeting 830, held November 12, 2020, were approved. 
 
3.  Reports 
 
[The following reports were distributed by email prior to the meeting.] 
 
3.1  BGN Chairman (Wallace) 
 
Former BGN chair, Foreign Names Committee (FNC) chair, and State Department member Leo 
Dillon is retiring from Federal service at the end of December.  A farewell poster is being made to 
present to him.  Wallace asked any members who wish to contribute a note to contact Brooke 
Marston, FNC member, by December 15. 
 
The FNC held its quarterly meeting virtually on December 8. 
 
The quarterly Full Board meeting scheduled for January 19 is cancelled. The next meeting will be 
held Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 1:30 p.m. 
 
The Advisory Committee on Undersea Features will meet virtually on Tuesday, January 26, 2021.  
 
The United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names meeting is scheduled for May 3-7, 
2021. 
 
Wallace thanked everyone for their continued effort and support of the Domestic Names 
Committee meetings.  
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3.2  BGN Executive Secretary (Palmer and Guempel) 
 
There was no written report.  Guempel noted that the Executive Committee will work on the 
revisions to the BGN by-laws during the timeslot previously allotted to the quarterly Full Board 
meeting. 
 
3.3  Special Committee on Communications (Lyon) 
 
There was no written report.  Progress continues on the BGN Fiscal Year 2020 Annual Report to 
the Secretary of the Interior.  Lyon hopes to schedule a Special Committee on Communications 
meeting soon. 
 
3.4  Executive Secretary (Guempel) 
 
Guempel has initiated discussions with the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) about 
the possibility of a member of the FNC staff working with the Domestic Names Committee staff 
through the Joint Duty Assignment program.   
 
Guempel will be scheduling a time in January for DNC and FNC staff to provide a demonstration 
on use of the Geographic Names Information System (GNIS) and the GEOnet Names Server 
(GNS) to a group of USGS approving officials.  The USGS Fundamental Science Practices policy 
requires all science products to undergo a names review; however, it does not state how it should 
be done or who should do this.  The approving officials will be shown how to access BGN names 
data and will also be asked for suggested improvements or requirements for the GNIS and GNS 
search tools. 
 
The DNC staff has updated the hardcopy PDF proposal form for new geographic name proposals.  
The updates were made to ensure the submission of more complete proposals and to hopefully 
reduce the time the staff takes to verify proposal details.  The new form will be posted to the BGN 
website soon.  A new online proposal form is still in development. 
 
The BGN received a negative ruling from the USGS Privacy Officer on the request for a waiver to 
fast track the approval process that would allow the BGN to collect and store personal information 
related to name proposals.  The new online form and the internal workflow management tool (both 
in development) are required to go through the approval process; this is expected to take six to nine 
months. 
 
Staff is normalizing the Antarctica names data within GNIS to allow it to be treated the same way 
as the domestic names data.  Once complete, the staff will work with the University of 
Minnesota’s Polar Geospatial Center (PGC) to update GNIS with its improved coordinates, which 
PGC is deriving using improved imagery from NGA.  The effort is being sponsored by the 
National Science Foundation. 
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3.5  Staff (Runyon) 
 
The January 2021 DNC meeting has been cancelled. 
 
Staff continues to receive inquiries from the general public, State Names Authorities (SNAs), and 
the media regarding the policies and procedures for naming and renaming features, including how 
to propose changes to offensive names.  A number of new proposals have been received.  
 
Quarterly Review List 442 is being prepared and will be released at the end of December. 
 
A new proposal has been received to change the name of Mount Evans in Colorado.  The name 
Mount Blue Sky was submitted by The Wilderness Society on behalf of the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes.  This is the fourth proposal to replace the existing name.  All parties will be asked 
to comment on the new proposal, which will be included on Review List 442. 
 
NBC-2 (Fort Myers, Florida) inquired about efforts to change the name of Negro Head in Lee 
County, Florida, and published an article entitled “Investigators: Why wasn’t this local piece of 
land’s offensive name ever changed?”  The article suggests a proposal may be forthcoming.  Staff 
records and communication with the Florida State Names Authority suggest that the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection was working with the landowner as recently as 2015 to 
submit a proposal to the BGN.  To date, no formal proposal has been submitted to the BGN. 
 
KNAU (NPR affiliate, Flagstaff, AZ) inquired about any efforts to rename Agassiz Peak in 
Coconino County.  No proposals have been submitted to the BGN.  The resulting article entitled 
Earth Notes: Flagstaff To Rename Street Linked To Racist History states (incorrectly), “It would 
take an Act of Congress to change the name.” 
 
Runyon and O’Donnell attended the virtual meetings of the Wyoming Board of Geographic 
Names, the Idaho Geographic Names Advisory Council, and the Vermont Board on Geographic 
Names.  O’Donnell also attended the virtual meeting of the Hawaiʻi Board on Geographic Names. 
 
Runyon and O’Donnell also listened in on a meeting of the Crow Wing County (Minnesota) Board 
of Commissioners, at which a proposal to apply the new name Crow Wing Creek was discussed 
and rejected. 
 
Runyon reviewed the status of the California Advisory Committee on Geographic Names 
(CACGN) with its outgoing chair.  The CACGN has been instructed by the Governor of California 
to expand its membership and to proactively address the issue of offensive names in the State. 
 
Runyon attended a meeting of the Texas Geographic Names Committee, which has been asked by 
a State Representative and a Harris County Commissioner to address the occurrence of “Negro” in 
the State’s place names. 
 

https://nbc-2.com/news/2020/11/18/investigators-why-wasnt-this-local-piece-of-lands-offensive-name-ever-changed/
https://nbc-2.com/news/2020/11/18/investigators-why-wasnt-this-local-piece-of-lands-offensive-name-ever-changed/
https://www.knau.org/post/earth-notes-flagstaff-rename-street-linked-racist-history
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Wayne Furr, Executive Secretary of the Council of Geographic Names Authorities (CoGNA), 
continues to receive annual reports from a number of State Names Authorities.  The CoGNA 
Executive Committee will meet soon to discuss plans for 2021, including the possibility of a 
virtual CoGNA meeting/workshop. 
 
Runyon and McCormick held discussions with the staff of the Foreign Names Committee 
regarding the transfer of data for Palau, the Marshall Islands, and the Federated States of 
Micronesia from GNIS to GNS.  They also reviewed the status of the transferral of data for 
features north of 60° South from the GNIS Antarctica file to GNS. 
 
Moody’s Investors Service inquired about the difference between “populated place” and “civil” 
entities in the GNIS. 
 
3.6  GNIS and Data Compilation Program (McCormick) 
 
There was no report. 
 
3.7  Special Committee on Native American Names and Tribal Communication (Kanalley) 
 
The committee met on November 12 and is scheduled to meet again briefly after the December 
DNC meeting.  [The DNC meeting ran longer than expected, so the Special Committee did not 
meet.]  The members continue to focus on developing a communication strategy; specifically, how 
better to engage Tribal governments, both formally and informally, in the BGN’s activities.  
Kanalley plans to schedule a longer meeting in January, likely during the timeslot of the cancelled 
January DNC meeting.   
  
4.  Docket  
 
Please refer to the attached Docket for a description of each proposal.  For new names approved at 
this meeting, the newly assigned GNIS Feature ID (FID) has been noted following the name.   
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested 

parties 
 
Childrens Lake, Pennsylvania (Appalachian National Scenic Trail) (Review List 441) (FID 
2814011) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
  Vote:  16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
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Change Sommers Mill (FID 1380571) to Summers Mill, Texas (Review List 440) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change. 
 
  Vote:  16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names 
 
Change Negro Bayou (FID 123679) to Lorde Bayou or Moore Bayou, Alabama 
(Review Lists 437, 440) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change to Moore Bayou. 
 
  Vote:  16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Change Vance Lake (FID 356611) to Lake Ujihito, Georgia (Review List 440) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.     
 
  Vote:    7 in favor 
                6  against 
                3  abstentions 
 
The votes against the motion cited a concern that the name could be seen as an attempt to promote 
the Kimoto Company, as well as an apparent lack of direct association between the honoree and 
the feature. 
 
Ledge Island, Maine (Review List 440) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing the negative recommendation of 
the State Names Authority.   
 
  Vote:  16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
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Loon-atic Island, Maine (Review List 440) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing the objections of the city and 
county governments and the State Names Authority. 
  
  Vote:  16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Change Dead Indian Creek (FID 1140701) to Latgawa Creek, Dead Indian Mountain (FID 
1154277) to Latgawa Mountain, Dead Indian Soda Springs (FID 1140703) to Latgawa Soda 
Springs Oregon (Review List 439) (Bureau of Land Management / Rogue River National Forest) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to consider these as a group.  The motion passed by 
affirmation.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the changes.   
 
  Vote:  15  in favor 
                0  against 
                1  abstention 
 
Hindman Brook, Pennsylvania (Review List 439) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing the objections of the township 
government and the State Names Authority. 
 
  Vote:  16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Washington Crossing Creek, Florida (Review List 441) (FID 2814009) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
  Vote:  16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Change Bowser Lake (FID 1864402) to Lake Arthur, Texas (Review List 438) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change. 
 
  Vote:  16  in favor 
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                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
 
V.  New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Squirrel Run, Pennsylvania (Review List 439) (FID 2814010) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.   
 
  Vote:  15  in favor 
                0  against 
                1  abstention 
 
Lake Matthew, South Carolina (Review List 441) (FID 2814012) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
  Vote:  16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
One member left the meeting. 
 
Ebba Springs, Texas (Review List 440) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing a concern that it could be 
construed to promote the proponent’s property (the “Ebba Springs Wildlife Refuge”) as part of the 
Austin Weird Homes Tour.  Members noted that property owners do receive compensation and the 
opportunity to sell art as part of the tour.   
 
  Vote:    8  in favor 
                6  against 
                1  abstention 
 
The votes against the motion cited a lack of a compelling reason to contradict the support of the 
city government and the State Names Authority. 
 
5.  Other Business 
 
Wallace noted that Esri recently changed a term used in National Oceanographic and Atmospheric 
Administration Electronic Navigational Charts from “master-slave” to “structure-equipment”. 
 



9 
 
6.  Closing 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:20 p.m.   
 
The chair thanked members for attending and contributing to the discussions.  She wished 
everyone continued health and a happy holiday season. 
 
The next Domestic Names Committee meeting is scheduled to be held virtually February 11, 2021, 
at 9:30 a.m.   
 
       (signed)    
       
 
       _____________________________________ 
       Glenn Guempel, Executive Secretary [Acting] 

Domestic Names Committee 
 
         
APPROVED 
(signed) Meghan Barrett 
 
 
_______________________ 
Meghan Barrett, Chair 
Domestic Names Committee 
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U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

DOCKET 
December 2020 

 
Unless otherwise specified, in accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a 
link to the Quarterly Review List containing each proposal was sent to all federally recognized 
Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The 
Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment on any proposal.  If no response(s) were 
received regarding a proposal, it is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all 

interested Parties 
 

Childrens Lake, Pennsylvania 
(Appalachian National Scenic Trail) 

(Review List 441) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.1483124&p_longi=-77.1262498 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government South Middleton Township  X     

 Cumberland County 
Commissioners     X 

State Names Authority Pennsylvania    X  
Federal Agency National Park Service   X   
Tribes       X 

 
This proposal is to make official the name Childrens Lake for a seven-acre reservoir in the 
unincorporated community of Boiling Springs in South Middleton Township in Cumberland 
County.  The reservoir is located within the Appalachian National Scenic Trail Corridor, managed 
by the National Park Service. 
 
The name was submitted after the Pennsylvania State Archivist learned that it had been considered 
by the Pennsylvania Geographic Names Committee in 1988 but never forwarded to the BGN (it is 
not clear whether the State Committee actually approved the name, although various State 
agencies provided their endorsement at the time).   
 
A number of local and State sources refer to the body of water as Boiling Springs Lake and that 
name appeared on a 1906 postcard, but it was never recorded in GNIS so the lake remains 
unnamed for Federal use.  A letter from the Pennsylvania Historical Commission to the 
Cumberland County Commissioners, dated June 2, 1988, referred to the forthcoming dedication of 
Childrens Lake, noting also that BGN policies precluded the use of the apostrophe in the name.  
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.1483124&p_longi=-77.1262498
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The name Childrens Lake was originally proposed in 1988 by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission (PFBC) and “refers to generations of children who have enjoyed fishing there, 
feeding its ducks and geese; and experiencing its natural beauty.”  According to Wikipedia, “The 
lake dates to the 1750s when the dam was used to provide water power for iron production.  In the 
mid-18th century, a grist mill was built on the southeast shore of the lake, to provide flour and 
grain for the iron works.”  A 1995 volume entitled At a Place Called Boiling Springs noted that in 
1987 the lake was acquired for use as a park by the PFBC.    
 
After the name was established in 1988, it began to be used locally.  Sources that have used the 
name (or, more frequently, Children’s Lake) in the past three decades include correspondence and 
publications produced by various township departments between 1992 and 2018 and the websites 
of the Village of Boiling Springs and Visit Cumberland Valley.  It was also included in a 2014 
conference report by the Pennsylvania Geologists.  A sign placed at the lake by the Boiling Springs 
Civic Association reads “Children’s Lake,” while a business that operates at the lake is called 
Childrens Lake Historic Boat Rentals.  A February 2020 newspaper article referred to upcoming 
repairs by the PFBC at Children’s Lake. 
 

Change Sommers Mill (FID 1380571) to Summers Mill, Texas 
(Review List 440) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=30.9699053&p_longi=-
97.4316723&fid=1380571 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Temple City Council X     
 Bell County Commissioners    X  
State Names 
Authority Texas X     

Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 

 
This proposal is to change the name of Sommers Mill, a small unincorporated community in Bell 
County, ten miles southwest of Temple, to Summers Mill.  The proponent is the Director of the 
Summers Mill Retreat and Conference Center, who reports that the community has always been 
known locally as Summers Mill. 
 
According to “Gristmills of Central Texas” (Carson, 2017), the community grew up around a mill 
that was constructed shortly after the Civil War and in 1879 acquired by DeWitt Clinton (“D.C.”) 
Summers.  The volume includes a photograph and description of the historic mill, noting that by 
1884 the community had a population of 50.  Mr. Summers (ca.1842-1908) was listed in the 1880 
Federal Census of Bell County as “manager of gin,” and in 1881 he was appointed postmaster of 
the community of Summers Mills [sic].  Henry Gannett’s “A Gazetteer of Texas” (1904) also 
listed the village as Summers Mills. 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=30.9699053&p_longi=-97.4316723&fid=1380571
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=30.9699053&p_longi=-97.4316723&fid=1380571
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The mill was destroyed by a flood in 1921 but rebuilt a decade later, with operations continuing 
until around 1970.  It was later acquired by the Paul J. Meyer Foundation, which operates the mill 
and surrounding buildings as the Summers Mill Retreat and Conference Center.  A Texas 
Historical Commission marker, entitled Summers’ Mill, was dedicated at the site in 1968.  An 
account of local families who settled in the area, published in 1989, also referred to the community 
as Summers Mill.   
 
The name Sommers Mill was labeled on USGS topographic maps in 1964 and on four editions of 
the US Topo published between 2010 and 2019. 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names 
 

Change Negro Bayou (FID 123679) to Lorde Bayou or Moore Bayou, Alabama 
(Review Lists 437, 440) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=30.363811&p_longi=-
88.1977796&fid=123679 
 
Lorde Bayou: 
    Support Oppose No 

opinion 
No 

objection 
No 

response 
Local government Mobile County Commissioners     X 
State Names 
Authority Alabama  X    

Federal Agency National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

  X   

Tribes       X 

Other Alabama Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources   X    

 
Moore Bayou: 
    Support Oppose No 

opinion 
No 

objection 
No 

response 
Local government Mobile County Commissioners     X 
State Names 
Authority Alabama X     

Federal Agency National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

  X   

Tribes       X 

Other Alabama Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources X     

 
These two proposals were submitted to change the name of Negro Bayou, a 1.6-mile-long tributary 
of Fowl River Bay in Mobile County.  The stream is partly within the Portersville Bay Wetlands 
Tract, managed by the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (ADCNR). 
 
The first proposal was to change a feature with the name Negro Bay to Lorde Bay.  However, the 
BGN staff discovered that the GNIS entry for Negro Bay had been added in 2003 during Phase II 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=30.363811&p_longi=-88.1977796&fid=123679
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=30.363811&p_longi=-88.1977796&fid=123679
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collection from the 1895 Atlas to Accompany the Official Records of the Union and Confederate 
Armies.  This is the only published source of the name, which was also recorded as a variant of 
another entry for Negro Bayou, a name that has appeared on Office of Coast Survey (OCS) charts 
since at least 1856.  The latter name also appeared on an 1895 Township and sectional map of 
Mobile County, a 1921 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers map, and USGS topographic maps since 
1941.  The staff determined that the two names likely referred to the same feature and so the entry 
for Negro Bay was deleted.  The proponent was informed that her proposal would be processed as 
a change from Negro Bayou to Lorde Bayou; no response was received. 
 
The proponent of the name Lorde Bayou stated, “Negro is no longer a commonly used word in 
most of American society unless being used to talk about the past, mostly about times of slavery.  
It is now referred to as a more derogatory term.  The name of ‘Negro Bay’ [sic] has become 
outdated. . . .”  She states that Audre Lorde (1934-1992) was “a black female activist” and “a 
woman who fought for equality on many fronts.”  Although Ms. Lorde had no known connection 
to Alabama or to the geographic feature in question, the proponent believes she deserves 
commemoration because “she fought for a change that, in my generation, has become one that we 
embraced.  She fought for what America is known to stand for, everyone being equal and freedom 
to be that of whom they were born to be.”  Audre Lorde was born in New York City and lived 
most of her life there.  She described herself as “a black feminist lesbian mother poet” and wrote 
about social injustices and intersectional feminism. 
 
The counterproposal for Moore Bayou was submitted by the Alabama State Names Committee in 
response to the Lorde Bayou proposal.  As part of its outreach, the State committee consulted the 
Commissioner of the ADCNR, who noted that while he agreed the name should be changed, Ms. 
Lorde had no known connection to Alabama and the name Moore Bayou was preferred.  This 
name would commemorate Dr. Henry Frank “H.F.” Moore (1867-1948), a scientist with the 
Department of Commerce and Labor, Bureau of Fisheries (and deputy commander of the bureau 
from 1915 to 1923), who in 1910 produced a detailed oyster map of the area.  According to the 
State committee, “This map was used for decades providing significant benefits to the local 
population.”  Dr. Moore’s obituary referred to him as an “internationally known biologist and 
naturalist [and] an authority on fisheries and sponges,” as well as a member of numerous scientific 
organizations and the recipient of many awards for his investigations. 
 
The closest natural feature in Alabama with a name that includes “Moore” is Moore Lake 65 miles 
to the northeast in Clarke County.  GNIS lists two streams named Moore Creek, 62 miles to the 
northeast and 80 miles to the east-northeast in Santa Rosa County, Florida.  It could not be 
determined for whom these features were named, but it is unlikely that they honor Dr. Moore.   
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Change Vance Lake (FID 356611) to Lake Ujihito, Georgia 
(Review List 440) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=33.9974219&p_longi=-
85.2745189&fid=356611 
 
    Support Oppose No 

opinion 
No 

objection 
No 

response 
Local government Cedartown City Commissioners X     
 Polk County Commissioners     X 
State Names 
Authority Georgia  X    

Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 

 
This proposal is to change the name of Vance Lake, a 40-acre reservoir on an unnamed tributary of 
Cedar Creek near Cedartown in Polk County, to Lake Ujihito.  The reservoir is located on the 
property of Kimoto Tech, Inc.’s manufacturing, research, and development plant which is owned 
by a Japanese company named Kimoto Co., Ltd.  The proposed name would commemorate Ujihito 
Kimoto (1920-1992), the company’s founder. 
 
The proposal was submitted by the Manager of Global Administration for Kimoto Co., Ltd. in 
Cedartown, on behalf of the company’s president and CEO.  The application states that the 
proponent “initiated a name change internally within the company in 2010.  The re-naming of the 
lake is meant to honor the founder of KIMOTO CO., LTD, who diligently worked to locate & 
purchase land in the USA to commence manufacturing and research operations at this 400 Acre 
site.”  The company’s website states that it is “a wholly owned subsidiary of Kimoto Co., Ltd., 
headquartered in Tokyo, Japan [and] was established in 1985 by company founder, Ujihito 
Kimoto.  KTI is an industry leader in the research, development and application of functional 
surface coatings and adhesives operating a roll-to-roll (R2R) process on a wide range of flexible 
substrates.  KTI has been providing coating and laminating solutions for over 30 years 
worldwide.” 
 
Mr. Kimoto was born in Tokyo and after studying applied chemistry, served in the Imperial 
Japanese Army.  In 1949, he formed “a film developing service used for developing aerial 
photographs for land surveying purposes . . . in order to contribute to the creation of new maps as 
part of Japan’s reconstruction efforts.”  He grew this into a multinational company specializing in 
image processing technology and surface technology.   
 
Later in life, Mr. Kimoto contacted some of the American veterans who had bombed the ship on 
which he served.  The following is taken from a 2002 essay by Marie Thorsten in Cultural Values 
titled “Treading the Tiger’s Tail:  Pearl Harbor Veteran Reunions in Hawai’i and Japan.” 
 

“In August 1944, Kimoto’s ship was torpedoed and sunk . . . near Vietnam, and he and 
several crewmates spent nearly an entire day clinging to bamboo rods in the ocean until 
being rescued by the Japanese.  Despite such a harrowing escape, Kimoto’s long 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=33.9974219&p_longi=-85.2745189&fid=356611
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=33.9974219&p_longi=-85.2745189&fid=356611
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association with Americans [through The Kimoto Tech, Inc. in Georgia] after the war 
inspired him to search for the American torpedo bombers who bombed his ship, merely to 
find out how they fared during and after the war . . . . [He wrote that] “if I could meet those 
people, and shake their hands firmly, then that would mean a true ending to my war, and 
then I would be able to attain new good friends.”  Kimoto’s gesture caught the attention of 
several members of the Atlanta chapter of the Pearl Harbor Survivors’ Association (PHSA) 
. . . [who] formally invited Japanese veterans to participate in a reconciliation ceremony . . 
.” 

 
Mr. Kimoto helped form the Japan Friends of Pearl Harbor Association, a Japanese counterpart to 
the  PHSA.  Due to objections from the president of the National PHSA, who would not permit a 
formal reconciliation ceremony to be held in Atlanta, an “informal reunion” of American and 
Japanese veterans took place instead at the U.S.S. Arizona Memorial in October 1992. 
 
The proponent reports that Mr. Kimoto “established himself as a strong friend of the community, 
local & State government,” that the City of Cedartown awarded him the title of “Honorary 
Citizen” in 1986, and that the Georgia State Assembly recognized his contributions to the State in 
1991.  A monument to Mr. Kimoto on the grounds of Kimoto Tech, Inc. includes a quote attributed 
to him: “Our hands joined together in friendship, we want to remain with you and all of Georgia 
forever. . . because we love America so much.”  Mr. Kimoto remained involved with the local 
community; he supported a local orphanage, and sponsored local exchange programs for teachers, 
high school debate students, and a Japan-U.S. youth baseball tournament. 
 
According to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers National Inventory of Dams (NID), Vance Lake 
was constructed in 1935; the dam is listed in NID and in GNIS as Vance Lake Dam.  Vance Lake 
was first labeled on USGS maps in 1966.  Genealogical records show many Vance family 
members living in the area, but it is unknown for whom the reservoir was initially named.  
 
In supporting the proposal, the Cedartown City Commissioners stated: 
 

“Mr. Ujihito Kimoto was an honorary citizen of the City of Cedartown due primarily to his 
contributions to our community.  His legacy lives on through Kimoto Tech which 
continues to support various community projects.  We are honored to support this effort to 
rename Vance Lake to Lake Ujihito in his memory.” 

 
The Georgia State Names Authority (SNA), however, “does not see a compelling reason to change 
the name of a lake which has been identified on state and federal maps for 70 years”: 
 

“We have no records or private manuscripts that can conclusively explain the origin of 
Vance Lake. . . It is quite possible, however, that it was named for the local Vance family.  
The Vance 
family has resided in Cedartown in Polk County since the 1870s when George Washington 
Vance arrived.  Two of his sons were downtown Cedartown merchants from the World 
War I era until the late 1950s.  Charles J. Vance was a wholesale grocer, and George 
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Zebulon Vance owned a grocery store on Main Street.  We do not have deed records for 
Polk County for the 20th century, but tax digests show the two brothers paid taxes on town 
lots, houses, stores, and merchandise.  In addition, Charles paid taxes on hundreds of acres 
of farmland just south of Cedartown and near the site of Vance Lake but not on the land 
lots now containing the lake or dam.  Tax digests show that Charles was actively farming 
the land.  We were also unable to verify the statement concerning Mr. Kimoto that ‘the 
Georgia State Assembly recognized his contributions to the state in 1991.’  The published 
House and Senate Journals for the 1990, 1991, and 1992 sessions of the Georgia General 
Assembly do not contain any mention of Mr. Kimoto.” 

 
When asked to respond to the SNA’s concerns about the State Assembly’s recognition, the 
proponent responded that Mr. Kimoto was honored by the State Governor’s Office rather than the 
State Assembly and he provided copies of three recognitions:  Mr. Kimoto was declared an 
honorary “Admiral of the Georgia Navy” and “Lieutenant Colonel, Aide de Camp, Governor’s 
Staff” by Governor Joe F. Harris in 1987 and an honorary “Lieutenant Colonel, Aide de Camp, 
Governor’s Staff” by Governor Zell Millerin 1991.  The SNA clarified that these honorary titles 
are commonly bestowed by the Governor and that they expire with the governor’s term and that 
they are not considered permanent records. 
 
The Cedartown City Manager was advised of the SNA’s objections and responded that he was 
disappointed in their decision, noting that he didn’t agree that a name should be retained just 
because it may have a long history. 
 

Ledge Island, Maine 
(Review List 440) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=45.487012&p_longi=-69.603646 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Piscataquis County Commissioners X     
State Names 
Authority Maine  X    

Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 
 Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians    X  
 
This proposal is to make official the locally used name Ledge Island for a 0.5-acre-island located 
at the south end of Moosehead Lake and within the Unorganized Territory of Northwest 
Piscataquis in Piscataquis County.  The proponent reports that the island is “located on the edge of 
a deep channel and was used to assemble and anchor large log rafts together prior to floating them 
down river to log mills.  It is presumed that the locals came to refer to the island as ‘Ledge’ 
because of the quick drop-offs in depths around the perimeter of the island.” 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=45.487012&p_longi=-69.603646
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GNIS lists another island named Ledge Island 9.5 miles to the northwest and also within 
Moosehead Lake.  In addition to the island, there are 11 other features in Piscataquis County with 
“Ledge” in their names:  two falls, a summit, a stream, five benches, and two campsites. 
 
The support from the Piscataquis County Commissioners made no reference to the nearby island 
already named Ledge Island.  In opposing the name, the State Names Authority cited “concerns 
expressed by multiple State agencies and stakeholders about the risk of duplicative place names 
in the same hydrologic feature, which could interfere with emergency response and other 
activities that require quickly identifiable, distinct place names.  The recommendation from the 
agencies and stakeholders was for the proposer to consider making the name unique for the area 
(e.g. Large Ledge Island, Big Ledge Island, Log Channel Island, etc.) to help differentiate it from 
all the other ‘Ledge’ place names in the county.” 
 

Loon-atic Island, Maine 
(Review List 440) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=44.333993&p_longi=-69.666491 
 
    Support Oppose No 

opinion 
No 

objection 
No 

response 
Local government Augusta City Council  X    
 Kennebec County Commissioners  X    
State Names 
Authority Maine  X    

Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 
 Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians    X  
 
The new name Loon-atic Island is proposed for a 0.5-acre-island located at the north end of Togus 
Pond in the City of Augusta in Kennebec County.  The proponent reports that he and his family 
own the island and that the name refers to “the family of loons that call our pond home and nest 
there.”  
 
The Augusta City Council and the Kennebec County Commissioners do not support the proposal 
because the name “is not appropriate to those who suffer from mental illness” and is “an 
inappropriate reference to  
stigmatize a mental health condition,” respectively. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=44.333993&p_longi=-69.666491
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Change Dead Indian Creek (FID 1140701) to Latgawa Creek,  
Dead Indian Mountain (FID 1154277) to Latgawa Mountain,  

Dead Indian Soda Springs (FID 1140703) to Latgawa Soda Springs Oregon 
(Review List 439) 

(Bureau of Land Management / Rogue River National Forest) 
Stream:  https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=42.3384672&p_longi=-
122.4528043&fid=1140701 
Summit:  https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=42.2648293&p_longi=-
122.4832333&fid=1154277 
Spring:  https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=42.3315324&p_longi=-
122.4498929&fid=1140703 
 
    Support Oppose No 

opinion 
No 

objection 
No 

response 
Local government Jackson County Commissioners*   X   
State Names 
Authority Oregon X     

Federal Agency U.S. Forest Service**    X  
 Bureau of Land Management*** X     
Tribes       X 
Other Southern Oregon Historical Society*   X   
 Local residents* X X    
* Contacted by or submitted to SNA 
** for Latgawa Creek and Latgawa Soda Springs 
*** for Latgawa Creek and Latgawa Mountain 
 
These three proposals are to change the names of a stream, a summit, and a spring in Jackson 
County that currently include the words “Dead Indian.”  The proposals would replace “Dead 
Indian” with “Latgawa.”   
 
Dead Indian Creek is a 9.8-mile-long tributary of South Fork Little Butte Creek.  It heads within 
the Cascades Siskiyou National Monument, managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 
and flows north into the Rogue River National Forest.  The name has appeared on USGS maps 
since 1891 and as recently as 2017.  It also appeared on the 1980 Oregon Water Resources 
Department map of the Rogue Drainage Basin. 
 
Dead Indian Mountain is a 5,250-foot peak just west of the proposed Latgawa Creek and close to 
where the stream flows under Dead Indian Memorial Road.  The west side of the summit is on land 
managed by the BLM. 
 
Dead Indian Soda Springs is located along the proposed Latgawa Creek and on the Rogue River 
National Forest.  The springs have been labeled on USGS topographic maps as “Soda Spgs” since 
1891; the full name first appeared in 1955.   
 
Local history suggests the names refer to a conflict between rival groups of Shasta and Latgawa 
Indians, which resulted in the death of at least one individual.  According to the proponent, “Since 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=42.3384672&p_longi=-122.4528043&fid=1140701
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=42.3384672&p_longi=-122.4528043&fid=1140701
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=42.2648293&p_longi=-122.4832333&fid=1154277
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=42.2648293&p_longi=-122.4832333&fid=1154277
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=42.3315324&p_longi=-122.4498929&fid=1140703
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=42.3315324&p_longi=-122.4498929&fid=1140703
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1953, the story of the Dead Indian has been told around campfires at night and the legend carried 
forward”; she adds: 
 

“A group of settlers brought their wheat by wagon to Ashland to have it ground into flour.  
They were hauling it back over the mountains toward Klamath Falls when a small group of 
Indians attacked them.  The Indians were not interested in the people or the flour, but rather 
the flour sacks.  That’s what they took.  But as they were traveling, another rival group of 
Indians attacked the first group of Indians.  Since the Shasta people were rivals of the 
Latgawa people, the second attack may have been between these two tribes, but we don’t 
know who attacked whom.  The prize flour sacks were taken and at least one Indian was 
killed.” 

 
The proposed replacement names are associated with that of a Methodist Church camp that was 
established close to the mouth of the stream in 1953 on the site of the Dead Indian Soda Springs 
Resort and Forest Camp.  The Oregon Geographic Names Board (OGNB) reports “The term 
‘Latgawa’ is an associative name, which refers to the Latgawa Tribe (also known as the Upland 
Takelma), an early distinct-ethnic group of people in southwestern Oregon.” 
 
A list of Jackson County locations compiled by the Gold Hill Historical Society (ca. 2010) 
recorded the locations of Dead Indian Creek and Dead Indian Mountain, noting that the names 
dated from 1854 and referred to “the death of two [Rogue River] Indians.”   
 
The proponent, who now lives in San Diego, was a long-time resident of the Rogue Valley and 
Methodist pastor at Camp Latgawa.  She states “Leaders of the camp, especially Marjorie Knotts, 
engaged campers in becoming more sensitive to the Native American heritage of the area by 
bringing in leaders such as Thomas Doty, the storyteller par excellence of Latgawa traditions.  She 
conducted research on the early Native American name for this area in the 1980s.  She sought 
advice and met with members of tribes, with people who knew the old languages and with faculty 
at Southern Oregon University.  Her passion was to find a more appropriate name than ‘Dead 
Indian Soda Springs Camp.’  She led the official name change of the camp in 1983.  Over the 
years, thousands of English-speaking people who have been to the camp have become accustomed 
to using that name.”  The proponent further states “The large geographic area by Mt. McLaughlin 
that extends from the Cascade summit west and includes tributaries of the Rogue River has been 
called the ‘Dead Indian Area’ . . . but the name does not fit well in today’s culture.”  Finally, “The 
Latgawa people who lived in the area are now almost invisible if not gone.  After extensive Rogue 
Valley wars, they were removed in the 1850s to the Grande Ronde Reservation and the Siletz 
Reservation.”  Further, “The soda springs and area have been a destination and pilgrimage place 
for early inhabitants and pioneers as well as thousands who have come to Camp Latgawa on 
spiritual or religious pilgrimage.  [They] have been considered to have restorative and healing 
properties.  Known for perhaps 100 years as Dead Indian Soda Springs, the water is named for its 
distinctive chemical flavors that taste disgusting to some and delightful to others.” 
 
In 2019, the BGN received proposals to change the three “racist, outdated and offensive” names 
from “Dead Indian” to “Chiloquin,” a word that would recognize the Chiloquin and Klamath 
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people who have long inhabited southern Oregon.  However, upon learning that the OGNB was 
already considering the “Latgawa” proposals, the proponent withdrew the “Chiloquin” names. 
 
In addition to the three “Dead Indian” name changes, four new names were proposed by the same 
proponent for an unnamed cliff in the vicinity (Latgawa Pinnacles), an arch (Hole-in-the-Rock), a 
waterfall (Marjorie Falls), and a cliff (Knotts Bluff).  The BGN approved the first three names at 
its November 2020 meeting; the last name is awaiting further review by the OGNB. 
 
When contacted by the OGNB, the Jackson County Commissioners responded that they had no 
opinion about the proposals, while adding “Latgawa is not a Federally recognized tribe in Oregon, 
or anywhere in the United States, and would not meet the intent of honoring a local tribe.”  The 
commissioners provided online links to information about “potential controversies given the 
proposed use of the term ‘Latgawa.’” 
 
The Southern Oregon Historical Society (SOHS) informed the OGNB that it had no opinion about 
the proposals, but that it: 
 

“supports the intent of [the] proposals to replace the phrase ‘Dead Indian’ . . . with 
terminology that honors the humanity and history of Indigenous peoples.  While the origins 
of the ‘Dead Indian’ name are contested, there are southern Oregon locals and visitors alike 
who find this to be a demeaning and dehumanizing phrase.  Our mission at SOHS is to 
preserve our region’s history, but not at the expense of tribal peoples’ dignity.  

 
Two local residents who live along Dead Indian Memorial Road sent letters to the OGNB 
objecting to the changes.  One stated: 
 

“I am opposed to changing the physical monuments that represent the naming of the Dead 
Indian events. . . . 
 
I knew the grandson of the leader of the posse that went after the Shasta Indians who had 
stolen some horses from the settlers on the eastside of Ashland and Emigrant Creek.  He 
was Hugh Barron, grandson of Major Barron.  The Shasta’s [sic] stopped in a 1,000 acre 
meadow along a creek to camp for the night.  The Klamath Indians came along and saw the 
Shasta Indians and restole the horses, three Shasta Indians were killed in the process.  
Arriving the next day, Major Barron and his posse found these Shasta Indians and buried 
them there.  Hence they named the creek Dead Indian Creek, the meadow Dead Indian 
Pasture and so on.  Eventually the road was built and became Dead Indian Market Road, 
then became Dead Indian Road and finally Dead Indian Memorial Road to commemorate 
the Indians.  
 
We have had in my lifetime three (3) battles with different people involved in trying to 
change the name of the Road.  This time it appears that they want to change the names of 
the physical makers that commemorate the events that occurred.  We, the people that live 
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on the Road and have run cattle in the area and honored the fact this event happened and 
remind folks that there were Indians living here especially Shasta’s [sic].  
 
At the first meeting Chief Bullock, a well-known and honored Indian, locally, suggested 
we add the word Memorial behind Dead Indian.  We agreed and it was changed as it is a 
memorial and marker for the events that happened.  The Chief of the Shasta’s [sic] at the 
first meeting came up from California and voiced that it all be left alone.  
 
If the church people who have what has been called The Camp want to change the name of 
their Camp then that is ok.  But leave the rest of it alone.  The Methodist’s [sic] have their 
own land separate from the rest of this. 
 
Why this has to keep coming up I don't know. It was settled years ago. Leave it alone!” 

 
The second local resident wrote [bolding and underlining in original]: 
 

“[The proposals] would change the historic nomenclature of the geography of a part of 
Jackson County.  Besides the three named locations, there will remain, Dead Indian 
Memorial Road and Dead Indian Plateau.  The Dead Indian names have been in use since 
the middle 1800’s. 
  
The name, Dead Indian, was not meant to exclude, marginalize or to insult groups of 
people or as a racist remark, or to be offensive at that time, nor today.  Being politically 
correct today means changing anything that might discriminate or disparage anyone or 
everyone.  Rewriting history, changes forever the story of how we got where we are today.  
Right or wrong, history happened, and we must accept and learn from the wrongs, be 
stronger for the rights, and make tomorrow an Oregon of liberty and justice for all.  I 
believe that one cannot get to where they are without knowing from whence, they came. 
 
Burning and looting today does not change the true story that in 1850, Oregon saw terrible 
struggles between culture, races, property ownership, water rights, grazing rights, the 
establishment of donation land claims, not to mention, sheep herders vs cattlemen, gold 
miners, placer miners, weather, and Indians being moved farther north by settlers moving 
west.  Right or wrong – we cannot forget the hardship all people faced on the western 
frontier. 
 
Over the years there have been questions about why the name ‘Dead Indian’ but it was not 
until 1993 that the word ‘memorial’ was added to the road name, and an historical 
monument placed at the beginning of the Dead Indian Road in Jackson County.  The 
addition of ‘Memorial’ was not a true reflection of the original incident and only added to 
the confusion of the historical meaning of  
that name.  At the time, the Jackson County Commissioners wondered if they would not be 
looking at changing it again later.  Commissioner Roberts noted that she ‘considers it 
important to preserve history:  “To remember, not to relive - or repeat.”’ (Medford Mail 
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Tribune 11/02/2017) [This was in response to a 2017 effort to change the name of Dead 
Indian Memorial Road to Indian Memorial Road, not to add ‘Memorial’ to the name.]  
 
From Valley of the Rogues by Percy T. Booth, ‘Early studies of these tribes name only one 
village as being Latgawa.  It was in the vicinity of the present town of Jacksonville.’  Many 
tribes, large and small, used the hunting grounds north of what is now Bear Creek, as well 
as from Little Butte Creek to Mt. Mcloughlin.  Winters were harsher than today, snow 
depth being recorded as much as ten feet deep many years, making it difficult, at best, to 
travel by wagon, horseback, or on foot.  If the proposals for the name changes for Dead 
Indian Mountain, Dead Indian Creek, and Dead Indian Soda Springs, are changed to 
Latgawa, it is not consistent with the history of the Latgawa tribe having lived there.  It 
would seem they lived, according to Mr. Booth, in the Jacksonville area and hunted, 
camped in summer and gathered huckleberries and other foods in fall for winter 
preservation.  
 
‘Dead Indian’ marks a time in history, the 1850’s, that should be remembered.  There are 
not many reminders of the first inhabitants of the Rogue River Valley left.  Many tribes 
lived and traveled through this area.  They fought each other for hunting rights, water 
rights, the best campsites, and yes, lived and died here.  Wiping out the words, Dead 
Indian, dishonors the past of the people who came before the fur trappers, the gold miners, 
and the settlers.  It erases the fact that Indians were here before Interstate 5.  
 
Let the past speak for itself as a reminder of the people who lived in this area long ago. The 
name ‘Dead Indian’ was not meant to denigrate anyone, but to identify an historic Location 
forever. Please Leave the Dead Indian names in place.” 

 
Hindman Brook, Pennsylvania 

(Review List 439) 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.34544&p_longi=-
79.58357 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.35479&p_longi=-79.587 
 
    Support Oppose No 

opinion 
No 

objection 
No 

response 
Local government Penn Township Commissioners  X    
 Westmoreland County Commissioners     X 
State Names 
Authority Pennsylvania  X    

Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 
 
This proposal is to apply the new name Hindman Brook to an unnamed 0.7-mile-long tributary of 
Brush Creek in Penn Township in Westmoreland County.  The proponent, a resident of Wellsburg, 
New York, who has submitted a number of previous proposals to name features in Westmoreland 
County and neighboring counties in New York, reports that Samuel Howard Hindman (1906-2002) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.34544&p_longi=-79.58357
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.34544&p_longi=-79.58357
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.35479&p_longi=-79.587
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was a longtime resident of Ashbaugh Road, along which the stream flows.  He was a lineman for 
West Penn Power, a member of the Jeannette Masonic Lodge and Ott’s Hunting and Fishing Club, 
and he frequently fished for brook trout in the stream. 
 
The Penn Township Commissioners do not support the proposal because “if the Township is going 
to be naming something after someone, it should be for a reason or matter of true importance or 
service to the community. . . this is of no disrespect to [Mr. Hindman or his family].” 
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 

Washington Crossing Creek, Florida 
(Review List 441) 

Mouth:  https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.450646&p_longi=-
84.081671 
Source:  https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.446389&p_longi=-
84.082511 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Leon County Commission X     
State Names 
Authority Florida    X  

Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 

 
The new name Washington Crossing Creek is proposed for a 0.4-mile-long stream near Capitola in 
Leon County.  The stream flows into an unnamed stream that is part of the Copeland Sink 
watershed. 
 
The name would commemorate William J. Washington, Jr. (1917-1993), who lived near the stream 
all his life.  He was a landscaper for a local realty company, a member of Galilee Primitive Baptist 
Church, Sons and Daughters of Joshua Lodge, and a senior deacon.  His descendants currently live 
in a community just east of the stream.  The road crossing the stream was recently restored by 
Leon County Public Works in their first rural road stabilization project.  After the crossing was 
improved, Mr. Washington’s daughter-in-law wanted to honor both him and the Public Works 
team by naming the stream and having a sign posted.  The county informed her that they would not 
install a sign but directed her to the BGN to name the stream.  
 
Hydrology recorded by the National Hydrography Dataset is incomplete in this area and does not 
agree with flowlines recorded by Leon County.  The Florida State Names Authority conferred with 
the Leon County hydrology office and the National Hydrography Dataset Florida data steward to 
determine the correct source, mouth, and extent of the stream to be named. 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.450646&p_longi=-84.081671
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.450646&p_longi=-84.081671
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.446389&p_longi=-84.082511
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.446389&p_longi=-84.082511
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Change Bowser Lake (FID 1864402) to Lake Arthur, Texas 
(Review List 438) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=32.4090329&p_longi=-
97.7863013&fid=1864402 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Granbury City Council     X 
 Hood County Commissioners X     
State Names 
Authority Texas X     

Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 

 
This proposal is to change the name of Bowser Lake, a six-acre reservoir in the City of Granbury 
in Hood County, to Lake Arthur.  The name would honor the proponent’s wife’s grandfather, 
Arthur Taliaferro (1908-1999), who according to the proponent, constructed the reservoir in the 
early 1950s for use as a cattle stock pond and for personal recreation.  The application included a 
copy of the deed history dating back to 1949, indicating Arthur Taliaferro as an owner.  The 
proponent claims “the surname Bowser never appears in this history.” 
 
The associated dam is listed in GNIS as Bowser Lake Dam; this name was compiled from the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Dams and Reservoirs list.  The current National Inventory of 
Dams records the owner as G. W. Bowser and the date of construction as 1961.  The proponent has 
provided an update from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality showing the name of 
the dam has been changed in State records to Lake Arthur Dam.   
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=32.4090329&p_longi=-97.7863013&fid=1864402
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=32.4090329&p_longi=-97.7863013&fid=1864402
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V. New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 

Squirrel Run, Pennsylvania 
(Review List 439) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.480341&p_longi=-
79.016916 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.490917&p_longi=-
79.042038 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Jenks Township Supervisors X     
 Forest County Commissioners     X 
State Names 
Authority Pennsylvania    X  

Federal Agency U.S. Forest Service X     
Tribes       X 

 
The new name Squirrel Run is proposed for a 1.8-mile-long tributary of Wolf Run in Jenks 
Township in Forest County, and also within Allegheny National Forest.  The proponent states that 
the name “has a biological and personal humorous meaning,” although he did not respond to 
requests to elaborate on the latter reasoning. 
 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection Historic Stream legacy data, dated 2004 
and derived from the National Hydrography Dataset, uses the names Trib 50110 To Wolf Run - in 
part and Trib 50111 Of Wolf Run - in part for the stream.  A 2010 FEMA map labeled the stream 
Wolf Run-1. 
 
In addition to the community of Squirrel Hill in Pittsburgh and its associated administrative 
features (100 miles from the stream in question), GNIS lists a stream named Squirrel Run 92 miles 
to the southwest in Beaver County.  Many features throughout the U.S. are recorded in GNIS with 
names that contain “Squirrel.” 
 

Lake Matthew, South Carolina 
(Review List 441) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.91498&p_longi=-81.24376 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Lexington County Council   X   
State Names 
Authority South Carolina    X  

Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 

 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.480341&p_longi=-79.016916
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.480341&p_longi=-79.016916
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.490917&p_longi=-79.042038
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.490917&p_longi=-79.042038
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.91498&p_longi=-81.24376
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The new name Lake Matthew is proposed for an officially unnamed 3.5-acre reservoir near Red 
Bank in Lexington County.  The proponent states that “the nine owners whose property is on this 
feature would like to name it ‘Lake Matthew,’ this would be [in] honor of the biblical meaning 
‘God’s Chosen’ and it has a nice ring. . . .  The property owners on ‘Lake Matthew’ have invested 
several thousands of dollars to make it a center piece of our properties.  In addition we want to 
name it so we can have it as a part of our home’s appraisal.”  The proponent has assured the BGN 
staff that the name is not intended to commemorate any individual associated with the lake. 
 

Ebba Springs, Texas 
(Review 440) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.334006&p_longi=-97.878067 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Austin City Council X     
 Travis County Commissioners   X   
State Names 
Authority Texas X     

Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 

 
This proposal is to make official the name Ebba Springs for a spring located just outside the city 
limits of Austin.  The spring is located on the proponent’s property and seeps out of rock bedding 
planes and fractures at the head of a small unnamed valley.  Travertine deposits are found at the 
spring. 
 
The proponent has used the name Ebba Springs for several years.  An aquatic biologist with the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Water Resources Branch recently surveyed the springs and 
used the name Ebba Springs in the report.  The proponent refers to the property as the “Ebba 
Springs Wildlife Refuge” and the house and property have been part of the annual Austin Weird 
Homes Tour.  She states, “‘Ebba’ does not refer to any person or animal, but only to the springs.” 
 
The support from the Austin City Council included the statement:  “The City of Austin has no 
objection to the naming of Ebba Springs and has no knowledge of anything offensive or otherwise 
undesirable about the name.” 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.334006&p_longi=-97.878067

